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BLACK History
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everyone
should know
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American
history, 1996

“Forgiveness. It’s one of the greatest gifts you
can give yourself, to forgive. Forgive everybody.”
~ Maya Angelou

King's
dream

by Jeffrey C.
Stewart. 1996
Ref.E185.S798

by
Eric J.
Sundquist

Once you learn to read,
you will be forever free . . .

E185.97.K5
S864 2009

~ Frederick Douglass

All day:
a year of love and
survival teaching
incarcerated kids
at Rikers Island by
Liza Jessie Peterson.
HV9106.N6 P47 2017

In this exploration of the "I Have a
Dream" speech, Sundquist places it in the
history of American debates about racial
justice and demonstrates how the
speech, an exultant blend of grand poetry
and powerful elocution, perfectly
expresses the story of African‐American
freedom.

Maya Angelou 1928 – 2014
An acclaimed American poet, storyteller, activist, and
autobiographer, Angelou had a broad career as a singer,
dancer, actress, composer, and Hollywood’s first female
black director, but became most famous as a writer,
editor, essayist, playwright, and poet. As a civil rights
activist, Angelou worked for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
and Malcolm X. Angelou was honored many times
through her lifetime including the National Medal of
Arts by President Bill Clinton in 2000.

The Annotated
African American Folktales
edited with a foreword,
introduction, and notes by
Henry Louis Gates Jr. & Maria Tatar.
GR111.A47 A55 2018
This book assembles a collection of folktales,
myths, and legends to produce the most
comprehensive and ambitious collection of
African American folktales ever published in
American literary history.

by Maya
Angelou

Ask a Librarian
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The Complete
Collected
Poems of Maya
Angelou

1/19

PS3551.N464 A17
1994

(From the Poetry Foundation)

The narrative of
Sojourner Truth edited and
with an introduction by
Margaret Washington.
E185.97.T8 W36 1993
Born into slavery in New York
state as Isabella Bomfree, Truth
escaped and was a civil and
women’s rights advocate.

Frederick Douglass 1818 – 1895
Frederick Douglass, was one of the most eminent human rights
leaders of the 19th century. His oratorical and literary brilliance
thrust him into the forefront of the U.S. abolition movement,
and he became the first black citizen to hold high rank in the
U.S. government. (From Britannica.com)

Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass, an American
slave by Frederick Douglass ; edited with an introduction by
Deborah E. McDowell with notes by John Charles.

The African‐American
soldier : from Crispus
Attucks to Colin Powell
by Michael Lee Lanning

E449 .D749 1999

Let the trumpet sound: a life of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

F232.S7 C66 2017

by Stephen B. Oates. 1994

African American holiday
Celebrations & traditions:
celebrating with passion,
style, and grace by

Antoinette Broussard

Although known to most for the delivery of his
"I Have a Dream" address, and as the youngest
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize (at age thirty‐
five), King in his eleven years as elected
president of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, travelled over six million miles and
spoke over twenty‐five hundred times,
appearing wherever there was injustice,
protest, and action. Let the Trumpet Sound is
the detailed examination of this life.

E185.97.K5 O18 1994

E185.86.B697 2004

MLK Day is Jan. 21

The eyes on the prize:

African American architects:
a biographical dictionary,
1865‐1945 edited by
Dreck Spurlock Wilson.

Ref.NA736.A47 2004

civil rights reader:
documents, speeches, and
firsthand accounts from the Black
freedom struggle, 1954‐1990
by general editors Clayborne
Carson and others

E185.615 .E95 1991
Between the world and me
by Ta‐Nehisi Coates
In a profound work that pivots from the
biggest questions about American history
and ideals to the most intimate concerns
of a father for his son, Between the World
and Me offers a powerful new framework
for understanding our nation's history
and current crisis.

E185.615 .C6335 2015

The confessions of Nat
Turner: with related
documents edited with
an introduction by
Kenneth S. Greenberg

The color of law: a forgotten
history of how our
government segregated
America by Richard Rothstein.

F232.S7 C66 2017

E185.61 .R8185 2017
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